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PI. 203. Row of Cajuput trees on the everglades,

Cajuputi (Melaleuca) leucodendron.
204. The Chinese dry-land elm In Georgia, Ulmuspumila-
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E X P L A N A T O R Y N O T E .

This multigraphed circular is made up of descrip-
tive notes furnished mainly by Agricultural Explorers
and Foreign Correspondents relative to the more im-
portant introduced plants which have recently arrived
at the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction
of the Bureau of Plant Industry of the Department of
Agriculture^ together with accounts of the behavior
in America of previous introductions. Descriptions
appearing here are revised and published later in the
INVENTORY OF PLANTS IMPORTED.

Applications for material listed in these pages
may be made at any time to this office. As they are
received they are placed on file, and when the mate-
rial is ready for the use of experimenters it is
sent to those on the list of applicants who can show
that they are prepared to care for it as well as to
others selected because of their special fitness
to experiment with the particular plants imported.
Do not wait for the annual catalogue entitled NEW
PLANT INTRODUCTONS in which are described the plants
ready for sending out.

One of the main objects of the Office of Foreign
Seed and Plant Introduction is to secure material for
plant experimenters, and it will undertake as far as
possible to fill any specific requests for foreign
seeds or plants from plant breeders and others inter-
ested.

David Fairchild,

Agricultural Explorer in Charge.
March 2, 1917.

Anyone desiring to publish any portion
of this circular should obtain permission by
applying to this Office.
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Amygdalus persiea L. (Amygdalaceae.) 43289-43291.
Peach seeds from Canton, Chln$f introduced for the
study of the office of Horticultural and Pomological
Investigationsr Presented by Mr, P. R. Josselyn,
American Vice Consul in Charge/ Chinese peach trees
are grown for the most part in the northern provinces,
where the climate is cold. Those grown in Kwangtung
Province are inferior in size, color and flavor to
those grown further north. There are three species
of peaches cultivated in this province, viz., the
sweet, the sour and the bitter." (F. D. Cheshire.)
Ting Tsui Tao (eagle's beak). Very sweet with a point
resembling the v beak of the eagle and having a hairy
coat. It Is grown mostly at Sum Chuen, in the Pun Yu
district; Poon Tang, in the Nam Hoi district; and also
In the Fa Yuen, Samshui and Tung Kun districts.w

(Josselyn.) Ha Mut Tao (honey-tasting peach). Very
sweet, slightly round in shape; came originally from
Manchuria. This peach is grown for the most part at
Fati and Tong Kat and some other points in the Pun
Yudlstrict." (Josselyn,) Shuen Tao (sour peach). Grown
at various places in Canton, mostly in the hilly dis--
tricts. Some are imported to Canton from Shui Kwan
and Shui Tung district." (Josselyn.)

Annona cherimola x squamosa. (Annonaceae •) 43263• Seeds
of Atemoya from Manila, P. I. Presented by Mr. Adn.
Hernandez, Director of Agriculture. "Plants very
similar in appearance to the cherimoya. The fruit is
small, about 10 ounces in weight, yellowish green,
with very thick tough skin and white tender flesh,
juicy sub-acid. It has 4 to 7 seeds, darker colored
than those of the cherimoya.11 (Wester, Philippine
Agric. Review, p. 71, Feb. 1914.)

Aramaria brasiliana A. Richard, (Finaceae.) 43383.
Seeds from Monte Serrat, near Itatiaya, Brazil, col-
lected by Dr. J. N. Rose and Mr. P. G. Russell, Na-
tional Museum. WA tall evergreen tree native in
southern Brazil, sometimes 100 feet high, with large
and nearly globular cones. The wood is used in con-
struction work, for turning, ships1 masts, cabinet
work and for matches. The thick resinous bark yields,
by a fermenting process, an agreeable medicinal drink,
and the ashes contain much potash; the resin exuded
by the bark furnishes by-products useful in the In-
dustries and In medicine. The edible seeds produce
white and delicate starch." (Adapted from Bailey,
Standard Cyclopedia of Horticulture, p. 346, and from
Correa, Flora do Brazil, p. 61.)
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Canarium indicum Stickman. (Balsameaceae.) 43375.
Seeds from Buitenzorg, Java. Presented by Dr. J. C.
Koningsberger, Director, Botanic Gardens. MA large
handsome Malayan tree, characterised by a remarkable
buttressed trunk and laterally compressed ^aerial basal
roots; the latter develop enormous erect flanges of
uniform thickness, so that solid circular pieces may
occasionally be cut out from them to form ready-made
cart wheels. The tree is much cultivated for shade
or ornament in Java. It bears in great abundance
large pendant clusters of dark-purple fruits, which
are of the size of small plums; these are produced
all the year around, but chiefly in June. The kernel
of the fruit is edible, being similar in flavor to
sweet almonds; it yields by expression an oil used
for burning in lamps and for cooking purposes. A de-
sirable tree for planting in avenues, etc. It thrives
in hot and moist districts up to about 1500 feet ele-
vation, and prefers deep, well-drained soil. Prop-
agated by seed, which may be sown in nursery beds and
kept moist and shaded until germinated." (H. P. Mac-
Millan, Handbook of Tropical Gradening and Planting
p. 146.)

Canavali gladiatum (Jacq.) DC. (Pabaceae.) 43380.
Seed from Dindigul, South India. Presented by Rev.
Willis P. Elwood, American Madura Mission. "The beans
are a very good variety and are perennial. A kind of
trellis or arbor should be provided for the beans to
run on as they are rampant growers. The pods, when
young and tender are cooked and no Golden wax bean can
surpass them in quality. Of course, they are a purely
tropical plant, but they would probably grow in the
most southern parts of the country." (Elwood.)

Capparis mieraeantha DeCandolle. (Capparidaceae.)
43243. Seeds from Manila, P. I. Presented by Mr. Adn.
Hernandez, Director of Agriculture, Bureau of Agri-
culture. "Seeds of a native fruit known locally as
Cambagat. This fruit is about the size of a plum,
bright red in color and has an exceedingly fine flavor,
somewhat similar to a guava." (Hernandez.)

Cicer arietinum L. (Pabaceae.) 43273-43280. Seeds
from Seville, Spain. Presented by Mr. Wilbur T.
Gracey, American Consul, who secured them from Mr.
Juan Matea Gimenez, Seville. "Chickpeas, or as they are
called in Spain, garbanzos, are one of the principal
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food products - of thaii country,.: and may be said to be
the . staple food of i tlxat poorer*- classes. jThe seed,
which, is considerably larger than^a:pea> is encased
in short, thick, hairy pods and forms^ when roasted,
the parched pulse of the East, and for this reason is
sometimes known as the.Egyptian peaa Chtckpeas seem
to thrive: best in more or less arid regions, and for
this reason the
seems to be par
tenser-heat, and d
district, which
Cordoba, Cadiz,
over half of the

soilv in the Seville consular district
ticu&arly suitable, owing to the in-

of^the^summer months, and this

territory, the slowing is generally done in the month
of March, and t|ie crops .are usually collected when
the plants are
August. It is said,, however, that this practice is
not to be rec©mm
pods:before being-out become exceptionally hard and
are difficult to
collected when t:ne plants become somewhat yellow, be-
fore they are absolutely *<}ry> and ?are then piled in

ami left to dry in:a granary or well
(Gracey.)

by Mr. K. G. Wa
tained them from
1iland J •at Mogad
have a high £ood
of commerce OB

dates. The plant
temperature: not
forms a long tab
stain the fingers

Tierra del
from Curtisfs

comprises the* ̂ provinces of Seville,
and Caceres, produces

chickpeas grown: )in:rSpain; In that

perfectly, dry at the beginning of

as chickpeas which dry.in the

cook, as is not the^ case 11 they are

small heaps,
aired room."

Cordeauxia
Seeds of the Yekeb Nut fcom Aden, :Arabla. ^Presented

(Caesalpiniaceae.) 43260.

tson, American Vice ̂ Consul, who ob-?
the Acting Governor of Italian Soma-
iScto. A tree ou: shrub whose seeds
value j p form an: important article
bbereast coast of Africa, where they

are eaten by ths natives in preference to rice and
grows where long droughts occur, the
going.abelow -freezing. It quickly
root^has evergreen leaves: which
magenta when crushed. It might be

an excellent plant for the arid southwest. (Pairchild. )

EnMhrium eoceineum ,Porsterv (Proteaceae.) 43270.
Seed from B&riloche* Argentina. Presented by Dr.
Joseph/Veceertbruggbeia. :A handsome evergreen shrub,
abomt two,feet in heigbtt ^wlthoval, smooth, dark
green leaves, nearly tkreeiinches long.: The flowers
are jbrlgfrt-scarlet:, aiad.grow; in racemes. This plant

ichiefly confined, to the;Straits of; Magellan and
no$: revoking, to; Cape> Horn. (Adapted

Botanical Magazine, vol. 81, plate
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4856.) "Randal This is a beautiful tree and is giv-
ing wood that, here on the spot, is sold by the square
inch* It is rather like hazelnut, perhaps nicer."
(Vereertbrugghen.)

Nannorrhops ritehieana (Griff.) Wendland. (Phoenica-
ceae.) 43281, Seeds of the Mazri palm from Saharanpur,
India. Presented by Mr. A. C. Hartless, Superinten-
dent, Government Botanical Gardens. A low gregarious
shrub, ascending to 5500 feet in Baluchistan and Mek-
ran, stemless ordinarily, but sometimes with a stem
10 to 20 feet long. The leaves are 2 to 4 feet long,
grayish-green in color, and are beaten with a mallet
to remove the .fiber,, which is used in making mats,
baskets, etc. The fruit is a nearly round 1-seeded
drupe. The flowers, leaf-buds, and fruits are eaten
by the natives, and the seeds are made into rosaries.
The reddish-brown wool of the petioles is impregnated
with saltpeter and used as a tinder for matchlocks,
and the whole plant when dried is used for fuel, in
arid regions. In Europe it grows best in a compost
of sandy loam, with good drainage, and is propagated
by seeds and offsets, (Adapted from B. Blatter, Journ.
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. vol. 21, pp. 72-76.)

Phytelephas mieroearpa Ruiz & Pavon. (Phoenicaceae.)
43374. Seeds of the vegetable ivory palm from Pernambu-
co, Brazil- Presented by Mr. A. T. Haeberle, American
Consuly at the request of the American Consul-General,
Rio de Janeiro. This palm is found native along the
banks of streams and on springy hillsides in the Per-
uvian Andes at an elevation of about 3000 feet, and
is closely allied to the one which furnishes the vege-
table Ivory or tagua nut of commerce . (P. maeroearpa), al-
though it has smaller fruits. The slender inclined
stem, sometimes absent entirely, grows up to 10 feet
in length, and the fruits are about the size of a
childTs head, resembling externally some Annonas to
such an extent that the Peruvians call them Anon de
palma, but the palm itself is called Yarina. The thick
furrowed rind is tough and is reddish within, and may
be eaten, having a flavor of melon or mouldy cheese.
The albumen of the unripe seeds is drunk while still
watery, or eaten when It becomes fleshy, resembling
in taste a coconut in like states, but when quite
ripe is too hard for eating. (Adapted from descrip-
tion by Richard Spruce, furnished by C. B. Doyle.)
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ROW OF CAJUPUT TREES ON THE EVERGLADES. CAJUPUT1 (MELALEUCA) LEUCODENDRON (L.)
LYONS.

Two-year-old trees from seed, planted by Mr. Robert Werner at the Davie Experiment Farm,
Dade County, Fla.

The remarkable bark of this tree, composed of thin layers of soft cork which are easily sepa-
rated from each other, and the oil of cajuput, which is used extensively in liniments and for skin
diseases and of which the leaves contain a considerable percentage, combined with the extreme
ease of propagation, abundance of seed, and the fact that the trees will stand flooding on the Ever-
glades and even by brackish water, make this species worthy of special attention. Photographed
(P20015FS) by David Fairchild at Davie Experiment Farm, Dade County, Fla., February 6, 1916.


